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PREFACE

I confess that the feeling that came over me
when, for the first time, [ realized by the Scriptures the
dense darkness of the time we live in, was one of fear.
However, it did not take long for that feeling to turn
into a strong burden, leading me to devote myself to
the Lord and His Word, in order to transform me into
a cooperator with Him and somehow help those who
are victims of the god of this world, who is engaged in
blinding the “...the minds of unbelievers, so that they
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the
glory of Christ” (2 Cor 4:4).

WE ARE LIVING IN A PROPHETIC ERA, as
the apostle Paul prophesied, saying: “They will turn
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to
myths” (2Tm 4:4). Those were the words used by the
apostle, in order to express, albeit dimly, the condition
of complete apostasy of God’s people in these last

days.

The teaching contained in this portion of the

a



Scriptures is made up of two poles: at the first extreme,
it is observed that many would refuse to listen to the
truth; That is, they would manifest a strong resistance
to the truth of God, to the point of not resisting the
sound doctrine (2Tm 4:3). At the opposite extreme, we
see that such people would turn themselves to fables,
being carried away by the brazen and unacceptable

deceptions of satan.

The apostle Paul further tells us, in another
one of his epistles, about this time of darkness: “and
all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are
perishing. They perish because they refused to love
the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends
them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the
lie, and so that all will be condemned who have not
believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness”
(2Ts 2:10-12).

Knowing, therefore, the necessity of the
Church of Jesus Christ of knowing and experiencing
the truth, is that we felt compelled to offer God’s people
- this thematic series - Back to the Word - whose goal

is to propose a new reading of the Holy Bible, as we



address relevant issues that determine the proper

growth and edification of God’s children.

In this book, we propose to discuss the
TITHES AND OFFERINGS, IN THE LIGHT OF THE
BIBLE topic, expecting that God will speak to us
deeply and will continue to speak to us on the following

subjects.

Enjoy!

Bishop Alexandre Rodrigues
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INTRODUCTION

The Christian life should be lived with
balance, because each and every extreme is always
very dangerous. The Word of God must be read as a
whole, and we must not simply use isolated texts as it
best pleases us, so as to a fallacious reasoning, thus

ending up creating sophisms.

For a proper understanding about tithes
and offerings, it is necessary to address all of the
Scripture, paying attention to its division in history, in
accordance to the dispensations that God established
in His Word. Start from a detailed study, seen in the
perspective of the times and the way God relates to
His people in each age, we will realize how the Bible’s
history is divided into three distinct parts: before,

during and after the law.

This is an indispensable principle of
interpretation in the study of any biblical theme. It is,
thereby, necessary, whenever we approach the Holy
Bible, that we make use of a historical, dispensational

view, which considers God’s covenants and respects



the way that, in each season, the Lord relates with His
people. Only from this understanding is that it will be
possible for one to get a suitable understanding of the

subject concerned.

In this study, we provide a thorough and
detailed analysis of the tithes and offerings topic, and
the way one should understand them in the three
main biblical dispensations: before, during and after

the law. Let us analyze it more carefully.



Tithes and offerings, IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE

FIRST PERIOD: BEFORE THE LAW J

The law was given to the Israelites by

Moses, after being delivered from Egypt, when they

gathered on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19). This milestone,

legitimized by the
Scripture, leads us
to the understanding
that everything that
comes before Exodus
19, that is, from
Genesis 1 to Exodus
18, corresponds to

the period called
BEFORE THE LAW.

T h i s
dispensational
period is confirmed
by the Scripture of
the New Testament,
in Romans 5:12-14,

THE TITHES MENTIONED
BEFORE THE LAW WERE NOT
PERFORMED DUE TO FORCE OF
LAw. INSTEAD, THEY USED TO
BE OFFERED AS A RESULT OF
RECOGNITION AND GRATITUDE.
IT wWAS A SPONTANEOUS
REACTION FROM A HEART
THAT HAD UNDERSTOOD THAT
EVERYTHING ONE POSSESSED -
WORK, FOOD, FAMILY, HEALTH
- WERE NOT THE RESULTS OF
ONE’S OWN CAPACITY, BUT OF
THE FATHERLY CARE OF GoOD

IN THIS PERSON’S FAVOR

where it’s written that, from Adam (Gen 1) to Moses

(Ex. 18), there was sin in the world, however, no sin
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was taken into account, because there was no law.
Further evidence for the existence of the period prior
to the law is found in John 1:17, which tells us: “For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ”. Now, if the law was
given by Moses, it is certain that before him, that
is, throughout the historical period from Genesis 1
to Exodus 18, THERE WAS NO LAW. This certainly
leads us to realize that there was such a dispensation
in which there was no law yet, which is often ignored
or unknown by most Christians.

Again, the apostle Paul reaffirms, concerning
the aforementioned dispensation, saying: “Once
I was alive APART FROM THE LAW, but when the
commandment CAME, sin sprang to life and I died”

(Romans 7:9).

It is verified, therefore, the confirmation of
the Scripture referring to the first period of the history
of the Bible, and of mankind: the period BEFORE THE
LAW.

As for the practice of tithing, it is necessary,

therefore, to ask the following question: Is tithing an



exclusive element of the law, or were there traces of it
in the previous period, in which the law had not been

granted?

According to the testimony of the Holy Bible,
during the period before the law, there are accounts
of two occasions in which two men proceeded to the
practice of tithing: Abraham (Gen 14:18 -20) and Jacob
(Genesis 28:18-22). The principles, and the motivation
that led both of them to tithing, nevertheless, must be

mentioned.

In Abraham’s case, we see a man who
understood God’s care for him, and who acknowledged
that the victory obtained over the four kings, would not
be possible, but for the intercession of Melchizedek,
the priest of the Highest God. Thus, impelled by a deep
gratitude towards God, and not by the force of law,
moved solely by the “spirit” of ACKNOWLEDGMENT
AND GRATITUDE, was that Abraham gave a tithe of all

the spoils won in the war, handing it to Melchizedek.

Abraham recognized that by himself,

with only 318 men, he could never defeat the four



kingdoms. And when he returned victorious from the
battle, as he was greeted by Melchizedek, he realized
it had been his intercession that opened the way
to victory, considering that Melchizedek’s ministry
is the ministry of intercession (Heb. 7:17, 25). For
this reason, out of all he had conquered, Abraham

separated him the tithe.

InJacob’s case, we have the figure of a fugitive
and a wanderer, left to his own deceit, away from
home and with no support from his parents. Realizing
the hardness and dangers of life, and knowing that it
would not be possible for him to survive without the
fatherly care of God, he prayed, saying: “If God will be
with me and will watch over me on this journey I am
taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear
so that I return safely to my father’s household, then
the LORD will be my God and this stone that I have
set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that
you give me [ will give you a tenth”.

Now, what can be noticed in this vow made
by Jacob? One may see the same principle that
guided the Abraham’s “offering”, because Jacob said:

“If God will be with me and will watch over me on this

13



journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and
clothes to wear [...] of all that you give me I will give
you a tenth”. The act of Jacob, of giving the tithes,
was likewise the result of the recognition that all his
achievements were the expression of God’s care for

him, in his difficult journey.

Therefore, there is mention in the Bible of
people who practiced tithing BEFORE THE LAW. I
emphasize, however, that such a practice is not about
tithing moved by the force of Law. Instead, it is about a
tithe - as a result of acknowledgment and gratitude. It
is a spontaneous reaction of a heart that understood
that all it possesses - work, food, family, health -
are the result, not of their own capacity, but of the
fatherly care of God, in its favor. This is the principle
of tithing before the law: ACKNOWLEDGMENT and
GRATITUDE.

14



SECOND PERIOD: DURING THE LAW _:)

—
“For the law was given through Moses; grace

and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).
This text shows us that the period of the law had its

beginnings in Moses, and its end in Christ.

During the
period of the law,
there was also the
presence of tithing.
The difference,
however, between the
tithing law and the
tithing practiced by
Abraham and Jacob,
before the law, is in
how the principle
was applied. The
Bible does not limit
the practice of tithing
only to the period of
the law. However, as it extends it to the periods before

and during the law, it differs such practice through



distinct principles of application. Thus, knowing that
before the law, the principle that governed the practice
of tithing was recognition and gratitude of the heart,
which would then be the guiding principle of tithing
during the period of the law?

The principle of tithing during the law period
is the principle of BLESSING and CURSE, according
to the conditions of the first covenant made on Mount
Sinai (Ex 19:5-6). As detailed in the prelude to the
first covenant, if the people of Israel walked the path
of obedience, doing all that the law determined, they
would have guaranteed the blessings from God. If,
however, they strayed and came to walk the path of
disobedience, not keeping the statutes of the covenant,
they would receive the curses and oaths prescribed

by the law, as a just reward (Deut. 27-28).

Tithing, at that time, belonged to the same
discipline as the other commandments. For that
reason, Malachi, the last prophet of the Old Testament,
when referring to the unfaithfulness of the people of
Israel, especially in regard to tithes and offerings,

made severe rebukes, using the principle of blessing

16



and curse, in accordance to the law (Malachi 3:8-11).

This principle does not apply to the present
days, in view of the fact that the new covenant
has supplanted the old, as it is written in the New
Testament: “For if that first covenant had been
faultless, there would be no need for a second one to
be sought. But God found fault with the people and
said: “The days are coming, declares the Lord, when
[ will make a new covenant with the people of Israel

and with the people of Judah.

It will not be like the covenant I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain
faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from
them, declares the Lord [...]. By calling this covenant
“new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is
obsolete and outdated will soon disappear” (Hebrews

8:7-8 and 13).

In this case, if we no longer live in the
time of the law, because this is a covenant that has

been revoked, due to its weakness and uselessness

17



(Hebrews 7:18), we cannot use the principles dictated
by it, since “Christ hath redeemed us from the CURSE
of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written,

Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

That the BLESSING of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ...” - Gal 3:13-
14.

When Jesus was suffering on the cross of
Calvary, he took upon himself all the curses prescribed
in the law, which were supposed to be applied to us.
He himself became a curse in place of us. How is it
possible that nowadays, in the time that the BLESSING
promised to Abraham comes to us by faith, and not
by works, we are being “bombarded” by a series of
curses uttered from pulpits - by those who claim to
be men of God? That is not proper from someone who
knows God and His Word. Such preachers, deprived
of the truth, supposing that godliness is a means of
profit, lead Christians into a false relationship with
God, based on a covenant already revoked, and make
them shipwreck in the faith, drowning them into ruin

and downfall (1Tm 6:5-10).



The principle of tithing during the law was
a kind of coercion; a principle which led the offerer
to obey God by fear of punishment. Furthermore,
the offerer was inspired by the promise of reward,
which made him a selfish and bargainer person, and
not a servant who stands in the subject position, in

adoration to all that his Lord is.

The time of the law has passed away, and,
therefore, the principle of blessing and curse is not
part of the devotional life of the Christians, at the
present time. Let us therefore walk towards that

which is perfect (Hebrews 6:1).
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THIRD PERIOD: AFTER THE LAW - ;

The period in which we live is biblically
referred to as dispensation of grace, as the beloved
brother and apostle
Paul wrote, saying:

“if so be that ye
have heard of the
dispensation of
that grace of God
which was given
me to you-ward”
(Ephesians 3:2). The
dispensation of grace
relates to the same
period mentioned
by the apostle John,
which is the time
when grace and truth

were brought by Jesus Christ (John 1:17).

This is the period delimited by the New
Testament and, therefore, it is by it that we should

be governed. Our search with regard to tithes and
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offerings, consists in the discovery of God’s will, in this
aspect, as found in the new covenant. Discovering,
thereby, the principle that guides offerings of material
wealth, which Christians, in the present time, offer to

the Lord, is our task. Consider:

In the New Testament, one cannot find
anywhere, at all, the teaching in the form of

commandment about tithing.

There are, however, some people who
foolishly insist on presenting two texts, Matthew
23:23 and Hebrews 7:4-9, in an attempt to justify the
commandment and the practice of tithing in the New
Testament teachings. In view of this, it is necessary to
know what these texts are about, so as not to create

sophisms with the Word of God.

In the first reference, in Matthew 23:23, we
read: “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees,
you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices —mint,
dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more
important matters of the law —justice, mercy and

faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter,



without neglecting the former”.

When one reads the aforementioned text
with an unbiased look, it is observed that there is not
a ratification of the practice of tithing, as one who
transfers its legality to the New Testament. Instead,
we see a severe rebuke to those who, while practicing
the law, neglected what was most important, whereas

the smaller things were put in the first place.

This is why in the following verse (23:22),
Jesus Himself rebukes the scribes and Pharisees,
saying: “You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but
swallow a camel!” - Now, what does the gnat mean
here, in this context? It represents the least significant
things of the law, which they strained out, that is,
insisted on practicing. The camel, in turn, represents
the most important things, which they swallowed,

that is, let go unnoticed, without being observed.

The teaching of Christ in this portion of
Scripture, DOES NOT ADDRESS the practice of
tithing to Christians who are under the new covenant.

Rather, it is a rebuke to the hypocritical religious



leaders of that time. The Pharisees were rigorous
towards what suited them, and neglected what was,

in fact, essential, namely: justice, mercy and faith.

That, which was exterior and which did
not come from the heart, was practiced by them;
whereas, that which required purity and faithfulness
of heart, from a transformed soul, from that they
deviated. For this reason, Jesus cried, saying “... ye
should, however, do these things without neglecting
the others.” In other words, the practice of minor
things does not exempt the man who is under the
law from the responsibility of coming to obey the
other commandments. The duty of those under the
first covenant (because at this time the new covenant
had not been promulgated) comprises both “minor”
commandments (the gnat), and the commandments
that assume a greater degree in the scale of divine

values (camels).

The clear teaching given by Jesus in the
context of Matthew 23 teaches us that the obedience
to the law, in accordance with the Sinai covenant,

must be complete without partialities, as James

23



declared in his epistle, saying: “For whoever keeps the
whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty

of breaking all of it” (2:10).

According to this principle of the Sinai
covenant, what was more significant could not be
observed, while one neglected what was thought
to be less important; neither could one neglect he
things considered as being great, to devote to the
least important ones. The principle of law is this: one
who stumbles in one point, whether large or small, is

guilty of all.

The pharisees at that time should recognize
their inability to fulfill the whole law, and realize that
they were cursed, as it is written: “For as many as
are of the works of the law are under the curse: for
it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not
in all things which are written in the book of the law
to do them” (Gal 3:10). Then, once bowed down, they
should cry out for divine grace, bent before the One
who came to bring life, and life in abundance (John
10:10). For, as the Scripture says, “But that no man is

justified by the law in the sight of God, {it is} evident:

24



for, The just shall live by faith” (Gal 3:11).

The second biblical reference cited by those
who wish to apply the practice of tithing to the New
Testament is Hebrews 7:4 - 10. This passage is a
dissertation of the apostle, regarding the superiority
of Melchizedek’s priesthood over Aaron’s obsolete
priesthood. The text concerned has nothing to do with

the practice of tithing, as some arbitrarily impose.

The conflicting point lectured in this portion
is the fact that, with the death, resurrection and
ascension of Christ, the priesthood ceased to be
exercised by the priests and levites, and started being
performed by Christ in heaven, after the order of

Melchizedek.

Yet, the controversy is established at the
time it is questioned by what authority the change of
priesthood had been made. For, if only the children of
Levi could exercise the priesthood, how could “this”
Christ be the sole and exclusive priest in heaven, if
he didn’t even belong to the tribe of Levi? We know
that Christ came from the tribe of Judah (Heb. 7:13-



14). How then could Jesus Christ be the priest in the
presence of God, according to a priestly order (order
of Melchizedek), which had no relevance or tradition

for the people of Israel?

The answer to these questions lies in the
superiority of Christ over all things. Regarding with
the question of the priesthood, the writer of Hebrews
shows us how Melchizedek is superior to Abraham and,
thereby, superior to Levi. And, to prove his assertion,
the apostle presents the superiority of Melchizedek
over Abraham and Levi, using as an argument the
episode narrated in Genesis 14, at which Abraham

paid tithes to Melchizedek.

The sacred text tells us that, when Abraham
was returning victorious from the war against the
four kings, Melchizedek, priest of God Most High,
came to meet him to serve bread and wine. Abraham,
seeing that his conquest over the kings was due to the
intercession of Melchizedek (because Melchizedek’s
ministry is the ministry of intercession - Heb 7:25),

gave him tithes of all that had been conquered.

26
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At this point, the apostle presents the
following question: Who is greater, the blesser or the
one who is blessed? “And without doubt the lesser
[Abraham)] is blessed by the greater” (Heb 7:7). And
if Abraham, being lesser, gave tithes to Melchizedek,
then Levi, descendant of Abraham, who is commanded
to collect, according to the law, tithes of the people of
Israel, also paid it to Melchizedek. For when Abraham
gave the tithe, Levi did it likewise, in his person (Heb
7:5 and 9-10). This is the principle of biological unity.
Levi, great-grandson of Abraham, was in him, when

Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek.

Thus, if Levi had prominence among the
children of Israel, for gathering to himself tithes of
all the people, then, Melchizedek is superior to him,

because from him had he received the tithe.

It is understood, thereby, from this text,
that the apostle does not argue in favor of the practice
of tithing, in the New Testament era. Instead, by
borrowing the episode of Abraham’s tithing, bases the

argument of the supremacy of Melchizedek over Levi.
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The priesthood of Christ, therefore, whose lineage is
of Melchizedek, has remote origins, long before the
nation of Israel, even existed. It is about a priesthood
that neither time, nor the sins and nor death would
be able to stop, as it is written: “The LORD has sworn
and will not change his mind: “You are a priest forever,

in the order of Melchizedek.” (Ps 110:4).

Therefore, it is found that the subject of
Hebrews 7 does not exist to ratify the practice of
tithing, in the New Testament era; although the tithing
of Abraham is mentioned there, it is taken only as
argumentative text in favor of the true intention of the
author of the epistle: to talk about the superiority of
Christ over Levi, of the priestly lineage of Melchizedek
over the Levitical one, in order to reach the grand
conclusion of the eighth chapter: “Now the main
point of what we are saying is this: We do have such
a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in
the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord,

not by a mere human being” (verses 1 and 2).



TEN NEW TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES
FOR THE OFFERINGS OF MATERIAL
WEALTH



WHAT IS THE CLEAR AND PRACTICAL
TEACHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT,
CONCERNING THE OFFERINGS OF MATERIAL
WEALTH?

It is important to point out that in all times,
whether it be before, during or after the law, offerings
of material wealth HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PART of the
devotional life of God’s people. There was never a time
when the practice of offering was optional. Actually,
what changes from one dispensation to another is not
the responsibility of offering material wealth, but the
principle that guides it and the way we practice the

act of offering.

Many, hidden behind a false obedience to
the New Testament, arguing that there is no explicit
command about tithing, dodge the offering to the
Lord, considering it a noble and correct attitude before
God. Others, however, considering that there is no
stipulated percentage that determines how much the
believer should offer, conduct themselves carelessly
in this sense by offering their leftover (if any), in a

clear expression of avarice. Yet, this is not the biblical
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teaching of the New Testament.

The new covenant did not come to lower the
standard of faithfulness and service of God’s servants.
Neither did it open the
doors for negligence
and for the practice
of avarice. On the
contrary, the Scripture
of the New Testament
teaches us that “For
I tell you that unless
your righteousness
SURPASSES that of
the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, you
will certainly not enter
the kingdom of heaven”

(Matthew 5:20).

The new covenant requires a standard of
justice greater than that of the scribes and Pharisees.
Insomuch that, if the justice that the Pharisees

sought came from the law, the excellent justice lived
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and practiced by Christians of the New Testament is
Christ Himself as Life, expressing Himself through us
(Rom 10:3-4, 1 Cor 1:30; Phil. 3:9-10). This Divine Life,
which is Christ Himself who dwells in us (Col 3:4; 1
John 5:20), teaches us that “we must help the weak...
[for] It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts
20:395). This same Life that dwells in us also teaches
us that the way we manage God’s goods, which are
under our stewardship, is by storing up treasures in
heaven, where moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where

thieves do not break through nor steal (Mt 6:20).

Now, this standard of justice does not
correspond tothe standard ofthelaw,which determines
the amount to be given, namely 10%. On the contrary,
it is an act from the heart, as Jesus himself said: “For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
(Mt 6:21). Thus, in the New Testament, the width and
the vision of the heart is what determines the amount
to be offered. Misinterpretation about the grace of
God has produced many evils among His people.
Rather than positively reacting to His grace, seeking
to achieve a holy, righteous and godly life, we have

become negligent and late, with the false assurance
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that everything will end up well (Titus 2:11-14).
We should not forget the words of the apostles who
exhorted us, saying “Do not be deceived: God cannot
be mocked. A man reaps what he sows” (Gal 6:7).
And also, “For we know him who said, “It is mine to
avenge; | will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge
his people.” It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God” (Heb 10:30-31). All these are classic

concepts of the New Testament. Let us be attentive.

Chapters 8 and 9 of the Second Epistle of
Paul to the Corinthians are dedicated to the subject
of offering in the New Testament. The apostle, in
these chapters, uses 39 verses to present the main
principles on the manner, motivations, the reason why
and the responsibility of every Christian regarding the

individual offering.

Therefore, we propose, as follows, to make an
accurate investigation on the Holy Bible, presenting
TEN PliIWIPLES governing the offerings in the New
Testament era, in accordance with the doctrine of the

apostles.
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l FIRST PRINCIPLE

OFFERING IS A RIGHT ACQUIRED BY THE GRACE
OF GOD TO THE NEW TESTAMENT BELIEVERS

The first principle says that the offering
is primarily a right acquired by the grace of God to
the believers in the New Testament. Only those who
share the gift of salvation may participate in the gift of
offering. It was for this reason that the brothers from
Macedonia pleaded to the Apostle Paul that he would
not deprive them from the GRACE of participating in

the service to the saints (2 Cor 8:4).

Macedonian Christians lived moments of
deep poverty (8:2). Maybe that was a good excuse on
their part, not to participate in the grace of offering.
Yet, driven by a vision, a vision far greater than the
poverty, which they were suffering, they prayed with
much intreaty, that they were given the grace of
participating in the service to the saints. And, not only
that, but as they offered, they showed themselves to
be volunteers, AS MUCH AS THEY WERE ABLE, and
even BEYOND THEIR ABILITY (2 Cor 8:3).
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Note that, even though the New Testament
commandment tells us that the offering should come
from what we have, and not from what we do not have
(2 Cor 8:12), the vision of grace knows no limits, given
that it is not related to the law, which has as its guide
the cold and dead letters of right and wrong.

Now, this willingness to offer is a breakup
with the paradigm of the Old Testament tithing, since
it is not limited to 10% of the income, but surpasses
it and goes beyond what the law requires. It is an
offering of the grace. It is the view that the highest
offer called “the indescribable gift of God” (2Cor 9:15)
is the Father’s gift towards us - Jesus Christ - who

died in the place of us.

Therefore, the willingness of offering,
in accordance with the principle of grace, should
be practiced in the sphere of love, and not in the

peripheral limits of the law.

Itisobserved thattheact of offering, according
to the principle of grace, is intimately linked to the

indescribable gift of God. The Bible tells us that the
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primitive church, as they sent the apostles to preach
the gospel, WOULD NOT ACCEPT OFFERINGS FROM
GENTILES, because of the Name of Jesus Christ (3
John 1:7). That is, the understanding of the church
was that those who had not experienced the grace of
salvation, as well as the offering of the body of Jesus,
could not, for reasons of coherence, participate in
the grace of offering, since the message of the gospel
requires, above all, that this person surrenders their
own life to the Lord, and not only the offering of

material resources.

The contrary of this happens so often in
institutional churches nowadays. People are invited
to bring their resources as offerings “to God”, based
on the promise that they will receive as a reward
twofold, threefold, or even a hundredfold as much
as what was given by each one. However, they say
nothing about the necessity of the new birth, of the
necessary transformation of the inner life, nor care
about the strangest confessions of faith, professed
by the offerors. Instead, they are told THEY DO NOT
NEED TO CHANGE THEIR “RELIGION”, for what

“God” desires, they argue, is simply to make them
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thrive in the good of the land.

Now, this type of relationship and worship
is pagan, and resembles the proposal of the Gentile
deity Baal, which is historically known by the power of
fertilizing and prosper its worshipers. These, in order
to “receive” answers to their requests, did not need to
put aside their ancient gods. First, as it is common
even nowadays, one should only practice the required
rituals and offer the established offerings, conforming
themselves to the religious syncretism, which is an
evident feature of the fallen churches of the twenty-

first century.

The fundamental concept of the offerings in
the New Testament is that, only those who receive
the Lord as an offering for their sins by giving up
themselves primarily to Him before anything else, are
the ones who are able to give offerings to the Lord
(2 Cor 8 : 5). Only those who first give themselves to
the Lord may consequently give their offerings to the

cooperation of His truth. (3 John 1:7, 8).
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SECOND PRINCIPLE

-

OFFERING IS PART OF THE FAITH CONFESSION
OF CHRISTIANS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Only those who received the indescribable
Gift of God (eternal life which is Jesus Christ), are able
to participate in the gift of offering, in accordance with
grace. The reason for such restriction is explained by
the fact that the act of offering, as well as many other
benefits and disciplines from the evangelical faith, are
part of the confession of faith of believers in Jesus
Christ. The benefits of eternal redemption, as much
as the obedience required to the gospel, are exclusive
of those who heard, believed and began to profess the

name of Jesus.

The gift of giving is a benefit acquired by
the redemptive act of Christ Jesus on the cross of
Calvary. That is why the gift of offering is part of our
CONFESSION OF FAITH, as it is written: “This service
that you perform is not only supplying the needs of
the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many

expressions of thanks to God. BECAUSE OF THE
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SERVICE [the offering] by which you have proved
yourselves, others will praise God for the OBEDIENCE
THAT ACCOMPANIES YOUR CONFESSION OF THE
GOSPEL OF CHRIST, and for your generosity in
sharing with them and with everyone else. And in
their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you,
because of the surpassing grace God has given you.
THANKS BE TO GOD FOR HIS INDESCRIBABLE
GIFT!” - 2Cor 9:12-15.

Paul was the apostle separated to preach
the gospel to the Gentiles (Eph. 3:1-2). Thus, the
confession of faith of the New Testament church,
which greatly differs from the shadows and figures
of the Jewish religion was defined and consolidated
by him, through his ministry as a preacher, apostle,

prophet and teacher (1Tim 2:7 cf. Acts 13:1).

In his teaching on offerings, Paul teaches
us that the act of offering is a ministry; that is, it
is a spiritual service rendered by priests to God. The
Greek word used for “ministering” in 2 Cor 9:13, has
the same root of the Greek word diakonos, which

translated means deacon. Now, what does it mean to
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be a deacon? A deacon is someone separated towards
God, to serve Him, with regard to material things,
but for spiritual purposes, to facilitate and enable the

preaching of the Word of God (Acts 6:1-4).

Stating, thereby, that those who offer wealth
of material nature to God are ministering to the Lord
as deacons do means that, despite offering earthly
resources, they are aiming at a higher purpose and
at the spiritual collaboration in the preaching of the

truth.

Those who give an offering to the Lord,
according to the grace given to them, render a spiritual
service to God; that is, at the moment they give an
offering to supply and provide the good progress of
material issues of God’s people they are actually
offering a spiritual service to the Lord himself. Just
as the deacons were established at the beginning of
the church to serve tables (Acts 6:1-7) and this act of
serving in the distribution of the daily meal constituted
a sacred service to God, likewise the offering of material
wealth constitutes a service to God and is part of the

devotional life of all true servants of the Most High.
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Offering is an act of adoration and service
to God. Therefore, whenever we go to the treasury
(offering box) to take our offerings to God, we must do
it with fear before the Lord, without hypocrisy, with
willing hearts, as we stand before the Creator of the
heavens and the earth, and that He is there to receive

our offerings from our hands (Mark 12:41).

We should not consider offerings, or even the
moment of offering, as something less holy than the
other procedures that take place in church meetings.
Everything we do, whether it be our prayers, praises,
testimonies, preaching or offerings, constitutes our
worship to God. The church, in this sense, being a
holy priesthood, whenever it gathers, does so to offer
acceptable spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus
Christ (1 Peter 2:5). And so, as we sing spiritual songs
to God, or as we lift up our prayers to Him, or when we
minister His Word, or when we dedicate our offerings
to the Lord, or also whenever we do anything in the
name of Jesus, we are worshipping God and serving

Him in His presence, to the praise of His grace.
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Looking at it through a different prism,
offering constitutes not only a service to the Lord, but
also consists in a proof of obedience to the gospel we
once embraced, as the apostle Paul stated, saying “...
praise God for the OBEDIENCE THAT ACCOMPANIES
YOUR CONFESSION OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST,
and for your generosity in sharing with them and with

everyone else...” (2Cor 9:13).

Therefore, the act of offering is a privilege
only of the saints, since on one hand, it is a service
to God through Jesus Christ, which implies believing
in His name, and on the other hand, it is a gesture of
obedience to the confession we made, in the day we
believed in the gospel, which we must hold until the

day of Christ Jesus.
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J THIRD PRINCIPLE

OFFERINGS AS AN EXPRESSION OF LOVE
TOWARDS THE SAINTS

When the apostle Paul attempts to touch
the heart of the church, so it is awakened towards
the grace of offering, he avoids establishing rigid or
coercive commandments. Instead, as he cries out to the
church for offerings, he appeals to the sincerity of the
saints’ love, for he knows that the manner of the New
Testament offering has as its inspiration the offering
of the Father to the lost man: The indescribable Gift
, which is Christ Jesus (2 Cor 9:15). Hence, he says:
“l am not commanding you, but I want to test the
SINCERITY OF YOUR LOVE by comparing it with the
earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet FOR
YOUR SAKE he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich” (2 Cor 8:8-9).

The love we often express with our lips needs
to be materialized in works, in deed and in truth. For

that reason, the apostle John, in his epistle, exhorted
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us, saying: “If anyone has material possessions and
sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on
them, how can the love of God be in that person?
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech
but with actions and in truth. This is how we know
that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts

at rest in his presence” (1 John 3:17-19).

Similarly, the apostle Paul exhorts the
brethren, saying: “Now finish the work, so that your
eager willingness to do it may be matched by your
completion of it, according to your means” (2Co 8:11).
See how this text shows us that offering begins in
the heart, with the readiness of the will, and that
it continues with the materialization of the will,
accomplishing it, as we bring our offerings according

to our possessions.

Note that the starting point of the offerings
is not the standard of the law, but the willingness of
the heart. It is when the heart becomes willful, ready

to give, and willing to share.
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In all of this, we see the expression of God’s
love for us, which, being rich, became poor, for loving

us, to enrich us with his own life and glory (2Co 8:9).

The preaching of the gospel, made possible
by the resources come from offerings of material
nature, consists of expressions of love for those for
whom Christ died, and that await the day when, by
the preaching of the Word, shall come to believe the
gospel, as one day it happened to us (Rm 10:13-17 cf.
Eph 1:13).

“Therefore show these men THE PROOF OF

YOUR LOVE and the reason for our pride in you, so
that the churches can see it” (2Co 8:24).
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. } FOURTH PRINCIPLE

OFFERINGS AS AN EXPRESSION
OF GENEROSITY, RATHER THAN AVARICE

“Solthoughtit necessarytourge the brothers
to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements
for the generous gift you had promised. Then it
will be ready as A GENEROUS GIFT, NOT AS ONE
GRUDGINGLY GIVEN” (2Co 9:5).

This is a fundamental principle, which
distinguishes the offerings of the New Testament
from the Old Covenant tithing. The apostle’s concern,
in this sense, is about the kind of feeling that our

offerings express.

Applying the dialectical reading, as the
principle of interpretation, the possible questions

extracted from the aforementioned text are:

1) What should the real motivation of the

offerer’s heart be, in the act of offering?
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2) The amount to be offered shall be
determined by the paltry accounting imposed by
the law, or should it be the expression of a generous
heart, filled with praise and thanksgiving for all the

blessings that God has given us?

3) What kind of feeling exists in the heart,
while separating the offering: joy or sorrow? Praise or

grief?

4) What does the heart feel after having
delivered the offering into the treasury: desire to offer
more, if you could, or a feeling of accomplishment?
Many do not judge their hearts on the issue of offerings.
However, we must remember that the offering is part
of the Christian’s devotional life. Just like all other
things shall proceed from a heart that is cleansed and
touched by the Holy Spirit, the same principle applies
to the offerings.

Few Christians have ever prayed by
themselves, so that the Lord would enlighten them,
and give them guidance on the amount to be offered.

Generally, they behave in an automated and robotized
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way, as a common practice, with no real devotion from
the heart. Often, they do not worry about presenting
their offerings to God, nor dedicate them in a specific
way to the Lord. They go the treasury and throw
into it some money (normally what is leftover, that
is, whether there’s something left), with the false
sensation of having an appeased conscience and a

sense of mission accomplished.

However, we should not proceed this way.
We cannot give offerings neither driven by the feeling
of obligation, nor being coerced by threatening words

and impositions from the old covenant.

Generosity ignores the paltry limits of the
Old Testament tithing. Its capacity to give is not
generated from what it has, but from how much the

work of God needs.

Generosity is not concerned about how
much it has left, but about what is still missing
for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. That
was the feeling that abounded in the hearts of the

Macedonians brethren, which, even in deep poverty,
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begged them not to be precluded from taking part in
the grace of assisting the saints (2Co 8:2-4)

We may better understand generosity as
opposed to avarice considering the following example:
Imagine that someone has a tasty chocolate cake, and
when seeing his or her brother starving, for a relief
of conscience, proposes to share the cake. Dividing
it, nevertheless, in ten pieces, and giving him only
a portion (10%), keeping the remaining nine pieces,
would that be an expression of generosity or avarice?
Now, it is true that this stingy act reflects the feeling of
avarice that is in the heart, and manifests how selfish
the soul of someone who has not yet been gained by

the Lord is.

If it solely depended on the human soul,
which is stingy and shaped to this capitalist century,
how much of one’s resources would be offered to
the Lord? This question leads us to reflecting and
considering that many Christians offer their tithes
to the Lord urged by the fear of the curses of the
law. Others, who are greedy, seek through money to

secure the blessings beyond measure mentioned by
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prophet Malachi, who stated the blessings that God
would pour from the heavens. Motivated by these two
carnal feelings - fear of losing what they have and the
desire of earning fortunes - is that many still take

their tithes to the great religious centers.

When, however, they get to know the grace
of God and understand that they are no longer
bound to percentages, they feel unable to continue to
offer. Too often, those who once offered 10% end up
offering only 5%, sometimes 3%, and even not offering
anything. And why does that happen? Because they
have lost the fear of punishment from the law, and
eventually found out that there was never true love
and faithfulness in what they did. Once freed from the
law (Rom. 7:6), having stripped their hearts from the
clothing of self-righteousness (Gen. 3:7), they have
recognized what they really were, and could see them

as being greedy, selfish and cowards.

Generosity, therefore, is an attribute of those
who were set free, not only of the law but also of sin
(Rom. 6:18), that is, of selfishness and avarice. For

that reason, they can share not only 10%, but a much
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higher proportion, not to the extent of the law, but to
the extent of their possessions, and even above them

(2 Cor 8:3), doing it with all their hearts to the Lord.

That is why the Bible teaches us to give
our offerings as an expression of generosity, not of
avarice. According to The Linguistics Key to the Greek
New Testament, by Fritz Rienecker, the text of 2
Corinthians 9:5 translates the following idea: In order
for your offering, already announced to be “ready as
a gift, and not as something taken away from you” -

page 357 (review of 2Cor 9:5).



:) FIFTH PRINCIPLE

OFFERING AS SOWING,
NOT BARGAINING WITH GOD

Nowadays, much is said about “agreements”
with God. There is a growing number of people who
eagerly seek the so-called evangelical churches,
aiming to bargain with the Lord. They offer a thousand
for the purpose of receiving ten thousand; they give
ten thousand aiming at one hundred thousand, and

SO On.

Itis observed that, in the messages disclosing
this type of business, there is not the real motivation
that translates the Christian sentiment: the capacity
of sharing and contributing with the other, or offering
(donating). What inspires the heart of such “offerers”,
according to the prosperity theology, is the notion
of business, profit, and cleverness. This is about an
entrepreneurial spirit that seeks God, not to worship

Him, but to negotiate with Him.

The target to be achieved with this type



of “offering” is not the advancement of God’s work
or helping the poor, but the offerer himself. By
designating his/her “offering”, the offerer does it
aiming at himself/herself, deliberating beforehand
how much money that business will earn him/her.
This is a selfish attitude, deprived of any goodness
coming from a sacrificial heart. It is the manifestation
of a false, falling “love”, which hides behind a false

piety (2 Tim 3:5).

The real offering, in contrast, is driven by
other intentions. It is about contributing and giving,
moved by a willing heart, as it is written: “Each of
you should GIVE what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God

loves a cheerful giver” (2Co 9:7).

We have, in this sense, the offering of the
brothers of the primitive church, which serves as a
model concerning the ruling sentiment in the hearts
of those who bring their offerings to the Lord: “All the
believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed
that any of their possessions was their own, but they

shared everything they had. With great power the
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apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully
at work in them all that there were no needy persons
among them. For from time to time those who owned
land or houses sold them, brought the money from
the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was

distributed to anyone who had need” (Acts 4:32-35).

The practice of offering and contributing
adopted by this first church was actually an act of
libation. The brothers surrendered, thus giving up

their lives, in favor of others.

Do not think, 21st century Church, that this
kind of offering does not produce any fruits. The Bible
teaches us that the values deposited to the Lord with
gladness and singleness of heart, are so lucrative and
profitable as the ability of a seed to produce thirty,
sixty and ninety times, as stated in the Scripture: “...
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap

generously” (2Co 9:6).

This is not about bargaining with God, but
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about results. This text does not encourage us to
negotiate with the Lord, but teaches us the righteous
principle of God, the principle of sowing and reaping:

“...A man reaps what he sows” (Gal 6:7).

That’s why we talk about singleness of heart.
Because, for the offerer, his act of offering means
contributing; for God, however, it means sowing: he
who offers, delivers the seed. The earth, in turn, takes
it and makes it die. The God who loves us, makes it

germinate and bear fruits for our good.

However, someone might argue, “the Bible
assures us that the amount of the crop depends on
much one sows. Wouldn’t this lead us to only target
at profit when offering? “No. Not if we read the whole

context in which this verse is inserted.

The Word of God tells us that “And God is
able to make all grace abound toward you...” (2Co
9:8a). Now, “all grace” in this context, refers, indeed, to
material prosperity. However, I ask: For what purpose
would God make us abundantly reap material wealth?

For our own enrichment? So that we prosper, being



ourselves the final purpose of this? Certainly not. But,
thus saith the Scripture: “...that ye, always HAVING
all sufficiency in all things, MAY ABOUND TO EVERY
GOOD WORK?” (2Cor 9:8).

We conclude, therefore, by the witness
of the Holy Bible that God’s purpose in making us
thrive is that we may have enough for ourselves, and
sufficiency for others. God in His wisdom, desiring to
deal with the hearts of men, through His permissive
will, prospers some in order for them to exercise
generosity in favor of the other, so that all praise is

given to God (2Co 9:11).

It is not without reason that the Word of God
compares the resources that we receive from the Lord
to two figures, containing fundamental principles:
bread and seed (2 Corinthians 9:10). The bread is to
satisfy our needs, and seeds are meant to be sowed
(offered) in order to help those who have reaped little
or nothing, as it is written: “At the present time your
plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their
plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality,

as it is written: “The one who gathered much did not
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have too much, and the one who gathered little did

not have too little” (2Co 8:14-15).

God actually does multiply our seeds, in
order to lead us to practice more and more intensely
the act of offering, so that we act justly “As it is written:
They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their
righteousness endures forever. Now he who supplies
seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply
and increase your store of seed and will enlarge THE
HARVEST OF YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (2Co0 9:9-10).
Offering, thereby, is the act of practicing justice,
not of negotiating with God. On the other hand, the
insistence on not giving is the practice of INJUSTICE,

which certainly characterizes iniquity.
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;) SIXTH PRINCIPLE

OFFERINGS ACCORDING TO THE HEART,
NOT GRUDGINGLY OR UNDER COMPULSION,
BUT JOYFULLY GIVEN

“Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2Co 9:7).

This verse leads us to notice three cares we
must have about our act of offering: 1) being careful
with the heart, 2) being careful about the feeling, and
3) being careful about the reason that urges us to

offer.

Firstly, we must note that the care for the
heart is necessary in light of what the Scripture says
about you: “The heart is deceitful above all things,

and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9).

A deceptive and corrupt heart is not
trustworthy. How, then, can we offer according to what

we have proposed in the heart? What if, perhaps, we



are being deceived by our selfish heart, which dreams
up “a thousand” excuses for not offering what it shoud

offer to the Lord?

Therefore, there is only one way out. We
need to probe our hearts, from our spirit. In Proverbs
20:27, we read: “The spirit of man is the candle of the
LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly”.
Like the lamp illuminates the house, so the human
spirit is a light within man, and shows him the remote
recondite, once darkened in the soul. For that reason,
prophet Jeremiah continues, saying: “I the LORD
search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every
man according to his ways, and according to the fruit

of his doings” (Jer. 17:10).

Thus, having God dwelling in our spirit (Eph.
2:22), and He Himself being the light that fills us, we
can discern the intentions of our heart, and then treat

it properly, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thus, we must offer according to our hearts,
in the light of the Spirit of God: for, “But the fruit of

the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness,
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goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such

there is no law” (Gal 5:22-23).

This, therefore, is a principle of the New
Testament: If what inspires us to give offerings and
teach us how to do it is the anointing of God’s Spirit
in us, then it is certain that we will do so in love, with
kindness and loyalty, because these are the fruits of
the Spirit. If, however, there are none of these three
characteristics in our act of offering, it is because we
are not being led by the Spirit of God, and without
a doubt, we are being deceived by our deceitful and

corrupt hearts.

Therefore, let us walk in the light, so we may
be sure we will be approved by Christ in the day of His

coming.

Secondly, we should not overlook the kind
of feeling we have at the moment of offering. We must
offer with joy, and not with reluctance or sadness.
You need to find satisfaction in the accomplishments

of others and in the progress of God’s work.

60



Ananias and Sapphira proposed to offer the
value of a property they owned. When, however, they
received the sum of money in their hands, their souls
were touched and darkened by deep sadness. This
feeling was due to the dilemma that they now lived
in their hearts. On one hand, they saw themselves as
being “forced” to give offerings, not for being coerced
by the apostles, but by being constrained before the
generosity of the church, which unpretentiously
offered their goods. On the other hand, they were not
willing to donate the whole amount, as Barnabas did,
who, having sold a field, offered the entire amount,

placing it at the apostles’ feet (Acts 4:36-37).

Avarice, combined with the desire to be seen
as the other believers of the church, produced in them
a sadness, to the point of completely losing peace and

being surrounded by many mischievous thoughts.

In this conflict, they remained reluctant
for a few days, until their corrupt hearts proposed
them a way out, namely: offering only a portion of the
money, as if this was the whole value amount of the

property. The sadness in their hearts darkened their
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minds, to the point of easily taking them to the path
of lie. And the inevitable result was clear, as they were
both exposed to shame and put to death, as a form
of discipline from the Lord, because of their mistake

(Acts 5:1-4).

Let us not allow, therefore, the reluctance
that put Ananias and Sapphira to death, to lead us,
similarly, to missing the entrance into the kingdom,
being disciplined during the one thousand years by
the Lord, staying out of his presence (Mt 25:10-12;
2Peter 1:10-11).

Thirdly, there is a caution we should have
regarding the reason that urges us to give offerings.

«

The sacred text says that we must offer “... not
grudgingly or of necessity” (2Cor 9:7). This teaching
shows us that the duty of offering is not restricted to

the times of need of the church or saints.

Many Christians are only moved to give
offerings when they realize there is some clear and
urgent need. When, however, the finances of the

church seem to be doing just fine, they avoid offering,
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using the argument that there are no specific needs.

The teaching of the Apostle Paul here, in
this portion, focuses on the fact that we should not
confuse the ordinary duty of offering in an ordinary

way with the extraordinary needs of the church.

The reason that should rule our act of
offering is not the fact of whether or not urgent needs
exist, but the knowledge of our Christian duty and
responsibility, and the recognition that such practice
constitutes the saints’ righteous acts (2Cor 9:9; Rev.

19:7-8).

It is necessary at this point, that we correct
the misinterpretation that some give to this text,
saying: “Scripture teaches us that we should not
give offerings in need; once the offerer is in need, he
is exempt from offering”. However, this is not what
the text refers to. The Scripture does not say that
we should not offer in need, but that we must not
offer by necessity. That is, the act of offering must
not happen only when there is a specific need at the

church, but should occur, ordinarily, even when there
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Tithes and offerings, IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE

is no pendency or defined necessity, for “...God loves

a cheerful giver”.
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' , SEVENTH PRINCIPLE

PLANNED OFFERINGS

The Word of God teaches that our offerings
to the Lord must be planned offerings. See what the
Scripture says: “Now about the collection for the
Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches
to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you
should SET ASIDE A SUM OF MONEY in keeping with
your income, SAVING IT UP, so that when I come no

collections will have to be made” (1Co 16:1-2).

Many Christians are undisciplined on this
matter. The reason, perhaps, is the fact they do not
give offerings the same degree of importance that is
dedicated to other Christian disciplines. There is,
commonly, an overvaluation of prayer, praise, worship
and preaching, and also a high level of spirituality is
assigned to them. But regarding offerings, quite often,
there is a certain inattention for its preparation. This
negligence happens both in the field of the offeror’s
spiritual preparation and in the sense of the financial

organization, so as to prioritize that which should be
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separated to the Lord before anything else.

While writing these words and pondering
on the importance of having a good preparation in
relation to the act of giving, the practice of a certain
sister in Christ came to my mind, who when preparing
her offering beforehand, separated the best bills and

dedicated them as an offering to the Lord.

This concern of offering the newest (less
worn) bills is not a minor one. In fact, to this sister,
in particular, this is a spiritual process and part of
her devotion to God. This is a biblical principle that
everything which is separated to the Lord should be
the best possible (see Ex 12:5; MI 1:7-8; Philippians
4:18).

Knowing that God will judge each of us
according to our works, in the manifestation of His
kingdom (Matt. 16:27), and that such a judgment will
investigate the intentions of the heart (Heb. 4:12-13),
it is certain that the attitude of separating the best
bills to the Lord will be counted and shall result in

a reward. Similar attention should be given to the
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financial organization, so that, after having settled
all secular commitments, we do not happen to fail
regarding our offerings. For this reason, the apostle
Paul warned, saying: “For I know your eagerness
to help, and I have been boasting about it to the
Macedonians, telling them that since last year you
in Achaia WERE to give; and your enthusiasm has
stirred most of them to action. But I am sending the
brothers in order that our boasting about you in this
matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be
READY, as I said you would be. For if any Macedonians
come with me and find you unprepared, we not to
say anything about you--would be ashamed of having
been so confident. So I thought it necessary to urge
the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the
arrangements for the generous gift you had promised.
Then it will BE READY as a generous gift, not as one
grudgingly given” (2Co 9:2-5).

So when dealing with offerings of material
wealth, we need to have a rigid discipline and
preparation, both in spiritual and administrative
terms, not to run the risk of being disqualified after

having worked so hard (1Co 9:25-27).



' } EIGHTH PRINCIPLE

OFFERINGS TO PROMOTE EQUALITY

The next two principles aim to elucidate
issues concerning the purpose and destination of
offerings. Such understanding, which is necessary,
constitutes nowadays something of extreme
importance, since much shade and darkness hovers
over this topic, while those who could clarify it silence
their voices and refuse to discuss the subject through

the Scriptures.

Promoting EQUALITY among the brethren
is the first reason presented by the Holy Bible to the
practice of offering in the New Testament. This was
not a commandment imposed by the first church,
but a spontaneous manifestation of the life of Christ,
which pulsated in the heart of the first disciples,
leading them to consider each other, above any price.
In this regard, it is written: “All the believers were
TOGETHER and had everything IN COMMON. Selling
their possessions and goods, they gave TO ANYONE
as he had need” (Acts 2:44-45).
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The church, in its early days, lived moments
of deep spiritual sensitiveness, which made them
teachable, so that the Spirit of Christ which was in
them could, without any resistance, lead them to the
path of a common collective life. The dominant feeling
in the soul of believers was not to lay up treasures
on earth. The meetings practiced by the church did
not promote campaigns in order to seek this world’s
resources. Instead, constrained by the love of the Lord,
they sold their properties and possessions, seeking
fellowship through giving offerings, and through
what they had and did not have; through giving and

receiving.

Aboutsuchbrethren,wearetold: “EVERYONE
WAS FILLED WITH AWE...” (Acts 2:43). And that was
all. Any other behavior that did not follow this rule of
the Spirit would hurt the move of Life, which guided
the newborn church in its early steps. Those who
dared to try to change the supernatural course of the
divine operation in the church, immediately suffered

the punishment (Acts 5:1-11; 8:18-23).
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The equality to be promoted among the
saints, through the offering, must meet the following
parameters, according to the Scriptures: first, one
must pay attention to the brothers who are separated
for the work in the Lord’s work, in full time. “Our
desire is not that others might be relieved while you
are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.
At the present time YOUR PLENTY WILL SUPPLY
WHAT THEY NEED, so that in turn THEIR PLENTY
WILL SUPPLY WHAT YOU NEED. Then there will be
equality, as it is written: He who gathered much did
not have too much, and he who gathered little did not

have too little.” (2Cor 8:13-15).

Although this text does not speak directly
about the brethren who work full-time in the work of
God, it does establish the principle of mutual care.
The equality mentioned here by the apostle Paul only
happens if there is a “two-way street”, so that those
who fully devote themselves to the Lord may supply
the SPIRITUAL SHORTAGE of those involved in the
secular work; and those involved with the secular
work may supply THE MATERIAL SHORTAGE of those

«

involved in the work of the Lord, as it is written:
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YOUR PLENTY WILL SUPPLY WHAT THEY NEED, so
that in turn THEIR PLENTY WILL SUPPLY WHAT YOU
NEED...”. This is a general principle able to establish

a fair balance between the brethren.

The same principle is applied by Paul in his
letter to the Romans 15:26 and 27: “For Macedonia
and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for
the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. They were
pleased to do it, and indeed THEY OWE IT TO THEM.
For if the Gentiles HAVE SHARED IN THE JEWS’
SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS, THEY OWE IT TO THE
JEWS TO SHARE WITH THEM THEIR MATERIAL
BLESSINGS”. And also elsewhere, he reaffirms it,
saying: “Anyone who receives instruction in the word
must share all good things with his instructor” (Gal
6:6). Herein lies the wisdom of God revealed in His

Word.

Some people misjudge the workers who are
dedicated entirely to the Lord’s work, arguing that
there is no such practice taught in the Scriptures.
However, what does the Holy Bible say about it? Read
it: “The elders who direct the affairs of the church well
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are worthy of double honor, especially those whose
work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture
says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out
the grain” and “The worker deserves his wages” (1Tim

5:17-18).

Notice that the apostle Paul, using the
figure of the ox figuratively, given the ox is a symbol
of the Christian service, teaches us that just as the
ox could not have his mouth gagged while threshing
wheat, likewise, the worker should not be prevented
from extracting his livelihood from the same work
he is involved with; that’s why he says: “The worker

deserves his wages”.

Secondly, in order to promote equality
in the church, one must take into account the
widows, widows indeed, who do not have children or
grandchildren to support her (1 Timothy 5:3-4, 16).
These must be registered in order to enjoy the right
to be assisted in their common needs. This is the
church’s duty, which is carried out by means of the

proceeds from the saints’ offerings.
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In this group, orphans are also included.
James, when presenting the practicality of the gospel
in relation to simple everyday things, urged us, saying:
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows IN
THEIRDISTRESS...” (1:27). And the apostle Paul, when
speaking to us about his ministerial responsibility, let
us know that the only direction he received from the
apostles in Jerusalem was the recommendation not

to forget the poor (Gal 2:10).

Now, how can all such cares be met, if not
by voluntary cooperation and liberal offerings only, by

each of the saints who make up the church?

To the Church government, however, the
responsibility of managing the saints’ offerings is
passed, brought in good faith, besides distributing
them with firmness and wisdom, in order to promote

equality between the brethren.

It was in the name of equality that the
apostle Paul exhorted the sisters, not to adorn

themselves in gold, pearls or expensive clothes (1 Tim
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2:9). The concern of the apostle in this reference is
not regarding the issue of vanity, as some persistently
have interpreted; but, such concern and teaching
sought to promote equality between the sisters, so that
the outer glow of expensive apparatuses would not
overshadow the glory of the fellowship and singleness

of heart, common to all saints.

The apostle Paul’s desire was to banish from
church meetings every element, whether it be external
or internal, that would break the fellowship among
the brethren. For even the golden ornaments of some
sisters, highlighted by the poverty of others, is capable
of breaking the fellowship of the body of Christ. For
that reason, the apostle Paul went on, rather than
dressing with gold and costly dresses, the sisters were
to BE CLOTHED OF GOOD DEEDS (appropriate for

women who profess to worship God) - 1Tim 2:10.

What then is the relationship between “being
clothed of good deeds” and the gold, with which women
were adorned? Now, behold. The apostle tells us of
the duty of transforming the wealth that we bring to

our own vanity and luxury into benefit, to those who
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are devoid of material resources. That is the meaning
of dressing with good deeds, and that is the way that

promotes equality in the church.
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* J NINTH PRINCIPLE

OFFERINGS TO COOPERATE WITH THE TRUTH

When talking about those who are involved
in the work of the Lord, those who are sent to preach
the Word of God, the apostle John, in his third epistle,
instructs us, saying: “Dear friend, you are faithful
in what you are DOING FOR THE BROTHERS, even
though they are strangers to you. They have told the
church about your love. You will do well TO SEND
THEM ON THEIR WAY IN A MANNER WORTHY OF
GOD. It was for the sake of the Name that they went
out, receiving no help from the pagans. We ought
therefore to SHOW HOSPITALITY to such men so that
we may WORK TOGETHER FOR THE TRUTH” (1:5-8).

This portion of the Scriptures speaks about
the CARE DONE TO THE BROTHERS. Gaius, probably
a bishop of some church established by the apostle
John, is presented to us as a model of faithfulness,
someone who managed the finances of the church as

well, with regard to missionary works.
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The faithfulness of Gaius in his care towards
the servants of God was manifested both regarding the
HOSPITALITY to the missionaries and in SENDING
them in a manner worthy of God. All this honor and
special care for the Lord’s workers, was due to the fact
they had left because of the Name (Jesus). They had
gone out to do the missionary work in other lands. And
how had they gone out? “... receiving no help from the
gentiles”; that is, they went out in obedience to the
GO of Jesus Christ (Mark 16:15), without however,
receiving any salary provided by the government or

any other Gentile entity.

The motivation of the heart of these apostles
of the church was merely spreading the Name of Jesus.
For it is written: “... How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news!” (Rom 10:15). For that reason,
when the church meets the need of these brethren,
not in a sloppy way, but offering them a salary (2Cor
11:8, 1 Timothy 5:18), in a manner worthy of God (3
John 1:6), the church then COOPERATES WITH THE
TRUTH.
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As I usually say to all saints of the church
where [ serve, God could easily meet the need of
His church through miraculous means, without
the participation of man. This, however, is a purely
natural thought, presented not because there was
wisdom in it, but to lead the saints to reflect on why

God does not do it this way.

The reason why the Lord does not do it
this way is the fact that, in His eternal plan, God
decided to do nothing without man. The very work of
redemption required that the Mighty God became a
boy, and that the Father of eternity became the son
(Is. 9:6). Participant of flesh and blood as we are (Heb.
2:14), the Word became flesh and dwelt among us
(John 1:14).

This is the principle of incarnation, the
immanent God, a principle in which the Divine unites
to man, to fulfill His will. This unity of purpose was
manifested, first, in the person of His Son Jesus
Christ, and today, in the days of the New Testament,
through the Church, “And hath put all things under
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his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to

the church” (Ephesians 1:22).

In all this, we see the expression of the grace
of God, who gives us the honor and privilege to be
united to Him, in order for us to work together in
mutual cooperation. That means, whenever we give
God our offerings, uniting our hearts to Him, seeking
to see His will being fulfilled, we become cooperators

to the truth.

Is there a greater privilege than this, of being
cooperators of the Truth, alongside God, working
together for His eternal purpose? Certainly not.
Hence, every day God invites us to join Him in the

great battle that is already approaching the end.

The way Solomon sought the Shulammite’s
cooperation to join him in the labor of his sufferings
in the field, it likewise applies to Christ, who will not
give up on inviting us, with many entreaties, so we
join Him in the great task of implanting the kingdom

of our Father on earth: (Soloman’s entreaty)
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I slept but my heart was awake. Listen! My
beloved is knocking:

“Open to me, my sister, my darling, my dove,
my flawless one. My head is drenched with dew, my
hair with the dampness of the night.” (Shulammite’s
answer)

I have taken off my robe — must I put it
on again? I have washed my feet — must I soil them
again?

My beloved thrust his hand through the
latch-opening; my heart began to pound for him (Song
of Solomon 5:2-4).

It is this way that the Lord seeks to to attract
us to Himself. Aiming to have us join Him in the heat
of the battle, it is necessary that the Lord shows us
His wounded hands. Only the marks of the nails in
Christ’s hands are capable of having us get up from
our “bed”, from our comfort zone, taking away from
us our foolish excuses, thus filling our spirit and soul

with the passion of His heart.

This is not a time, church, for us to "put on

our robe”, to “wash our feet” and to “go back to our
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chamber”. The battle for the kingdom is now, more
than ever, in full combat. If we give in, even if it is a
small gap in the door of our heart, the Lord will reveal
us the marks of redemption, which will awaken us
towards a full cooperation with Him. And hence, with
our hearts moved by love, we shall go after Him and
our heads will be drenched with the dampness of the
night. “Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the

camp, bearing his reproach” (Hebrews 13:13).

What will your head be like, in the day of
the judgment seat of Christ (2Co 5:10)? Will it be like
Christ’s head, drenched with the dampness of the
night, or dry and heated by convenience the comfort
zone before the responsibility of joining Christ, in

cooperation with the truth?

Perhaps some, before this cry, respond like
the Shulammite to Her beloved, saying: “I cannot...”.
[ just can’t, because how could I leave my secular job
routine, in order to become a cooperator with Him?
After all, God knows I have a family, responsibilities,

business and so forth.



Indeed, not all have been called to give their
lives to full-time service, regarding the preaching of
the gospel. However, those who cannot leave their
secular jobs routine to exclusively dedicate themselves
to proclaim the name of Jesus, can surely join Him in
a different manner, in cooperation with the truth, by

offering material wealth.

In Philippians 4:15-17, we read: “Now ye
Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the
gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church
COMMUNICATED WITH ME as concerning giving
and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica
YE SENT once and again UNTO MY NECESSITY. Not
because I desire a gift, but I desire FRUIT THAT MAY
ABOUND TO YOUR ACCOUNT".

This is a typical example of how we can
associate with those who go out to preach the Word
of God, thus becoming cooperators of the truth. As
mentioned in the verse above, the apostle had gone
to Macedonia. It was Paul who was the preacher, the
apostle, the one who had been sent. The other brethren

from the church, not having the same ministry he had,



nor being free from the duties of this world, could not
go out along with him to preach God’s truth. However,
in spite of their limitations in this sense, they could
ASSOCIATE with the apostle in the propagation of the
truth, as they collaborated for the maintenance of his

ministry, by means of their voluntary offerings.

Being a cooperator of the truth, therefore,
means to stand by its side, so as to provide all the
necessary means for its propagation, in order to
achieve its ultimate goal. Thus, all those who give
their offerings in the era of the New Testament, whose
application aims at this purpose, become cooperators

of the truth.

Likewise, just like we, nowadays, associate
with the truth and become its cooperators, all the
fruits resulting from this association will be equally
shared in the day of the judgment seat of Christ.
For it is written: “The one who plants and the one
who waters have one purpose, and they will each be
rewarded according to their own labor” (1Co 3:8).
Hence, just as one plants and the other one waters,

sharing the harvest labor, the fruits of this shared
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work will be, in a similar way, shared; and they will
receive their reward, according to the proportion of

their participation.

For this reason, the apostle Paul declared
that those who had associated with him in the
spreading of God’s word, maintaining his apostolic
ministry through voluntary offerings, had in their
favor, credit in heaven, the participation in the fruits
brought about. This was, undoubtedly, the meaning
of Christ’s word, when He exhorted us, saying: “Lay
up not for yourselves treasures upon earth, where
most and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves brake
through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal”

(Mat 6:19-20).

The resources we invest in the Lord’s work
are treasures accumulated in heaven. This gives us
the surety that at each deposit, our credit is increased

until the day of Christ Jesus.
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Therefore, when Jesus Christ receives
from the Father the kingdoms of the earth for his
inheritance (Ps 2:8-9), at the occasion of the Millennial
Kingdom, all those who had joined Him, whether it
be by giving themselves to the missionary work or by
associating with it through material wealth offerings,
will share (regarding this specific reward) the blessing
of reigning with Christ for a thousand years, over
nations (Is 53:11 and 12; Rev 2:26-27). The rewards
will be distributed to each one according to their deeds

(Mat 16:27).

This is the reason why the Lord God has
established the practice of offering: so that we, as
His servants, would learn the cooperation law, thus
manifesting in our hearts not only the intent, but the
willingness and the attitude of offering, in accordance

with what we say we believe in.



l I ) TENTH PRINCIPLE

OFFERING THAT GLORIFIES GOD

“For the administration of this service
not only supplieth the want of the saints, but IS
ABUNDANT ALSO BY MANY THANKSGIVING UNTO
GOD; whiles by the experiment of this ministration
they glorify God or your professed subjection unto the
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto

them, and unto all men” (2Co 9:12-13).

After demonstrating the two reasons why
the Lord God has established the practice of offering,
we have now reached the last principle. It is about
the result and the witness of Christians through their

offerings.

Through our obedience towards the
confession we once embraced, the Name of the Lord
is glorified and much thanksgiving are given to Him.
And when the unbelievers contemplate a people that,
albeit living in the era they are living (a capitalist era),

live not for themselves but to God’s kingdom, that will
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lead unbelievers to not only glorify Him, but also to
be touched by the testimony of lives transformed and

conformed to the image of Jesus Christ (Rom 8:29).

The holy procedure of God’s people results
in praise and glory to the Name of the Lord, as it
is written: “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1Co
10:31).

If the church practiced exactly what the Bible
teaches on offerings, the world would see it as the salt
of the earth and light of the world; as giving with no
expectations of getting something back testifies about

a life, whose level is above the others.

Offering testifies about people who once were
lovers of themselves, but that now have transformed
into solidary people, who care about each other, invest
in people instead of things, and who consider giving

as being more blessed than receiving (Acts 20:35).

The opposite, however, is what we are

seeing right now. We live in a time like never before,
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when the people of God have demonstrated to be
rich and increased with goods, having need of
nothing. Nevertheless, the same thing cannot be said
concerning its spiritual reality (Rev 3:17). It’s an era
in which churches are benefited with greats amounts
of money being offered by believers, and above all, by
the wages of its prostitution, for it has sold itself for

such a low price, promiscuously marrying politics.

In all these things, we see no cooperation
with the Truth, nor do we notice equality amongst
God’s people. The orphan, the widow and the poor
are not even visited. The money collected aims to
constructing pharaonic buildings, huge temples,
padded chairs for the “snobbish guys” to be seated on,
and for sustaining millionaire leaders who don’t even
know the sheep they are taking care of (if they are
actually taking care of them). Actually, such leaders
do not deal with sheep, but with numbers; they are
not pastors, but entrepreneurs; they are not men of

God, but businessmen.

I wish the church of the Lord awoke from

the wine, which made it drunk, so the whole world



could see it differently. In this case, even if the
ungodly men would not receive Jesus Christ as their
Savior (because this decision is not up to their will), at
least they would feel offended in view of the holiness
of God’s people, and would persecute them to death,
thus giving the saints an opportunity to, not only offer
their material wealth to the Lord, but of also offering

their own lives.
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